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GARDEN VALLEY — The 
Garden Valley Fire Depart-
ment Auxiliary is sponsor-
ing the Stars & Stripes River 
Splash 2026 on Saturday, 
June 27, from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Celebrate our nation’s 
250th anniversary while sup-

HH

EAST BOISE COUNTY - Summer Family Fun Day hosted by Basin School District at Osprey 
Meadow Common Area on Thursday, July 23, from 10am to 2pm. Bring chairs, blankets, and sun-
screen. Face painting, slides, games, and food.

EAST BOISE COUNTY - Ready! Preparedness Event and Fundraiser for Wilderness Ranch Fire 
Protection District on Saturday, July 25, from 10am to 2pm at Osprey Subdivision Sims Park (104 
Falcon Dr.). Community partners, emergency readiness resources, food, silent auction, and more!

HAPPENINGS IN BOISE COUNTYHAPPENINGS IN BOISE COUNTY

PP

Multiple Agencies Respond to Clear Creek Structure FireMultiple Agencies Respond to Clear Creek Structure Fire
EAST BOISE COUNTY 

-- A fast‑moving structure fire 
in the Clear Creek area early 
Saturday morning prompted 
a large multi‑agency response 
and drew concern from resi‑
dents who awoke to a tower‑
ing column of smoke visible 
throughout the community.

At 6:28 a.m., Boise Coun‑
ty Dispatch received several 
calls reporting a fully involved 
structure fire. The Clear Creek 
Volunteer Fire Department 

(CCVFD) was immediately 
paged, followed by mutual‑aid 
requests to the Wilderness 
Ranch Fire Protection District, 
Thorn Creek Volunteer Fire 
Department, and Robie Creek 
Volunteer Fire Department. In 
addition, special thanks to the 
Boise County Sheriff's Office 
and their deputies for their as‑
sistance.

Fire Conditions on Arrival
Responding crews found the 

primary structure fully en‑
gulfed, with flames spreading 
to a stand‑alone garage and 
uphill vegetation. Clear Creek 
firefighters began simultane‑
ous suppression on the struc‑
ture, garage, and the growing 
vegetation fire. The Boise 
County Sheriff’s Office also 
arrived to assist and prepare 
for potential evacuations if 
conditions worsened.

Community and Mutual 
Aid Support

CCVFD expressed deep ap‑
preciation for the coordinated 
effort that helped contain the 
incident. Mutual‑aid part‑
ners—including Wilderness 
Ranch, Thorn Creek, and Ro‑
bie Creek—were recognized 
for their rapid response and 
collaboration.

Local residents also played 
a key role. Several assisted 
firefighters in containing the 
vegetation fire and maintain‑
ing water supply for engines 
until additional tenders ar‑
rived. Their quick action 
helped prevent the fire from 
escalating into a more danger‑
ous situation.

Additional Agency Assis-

A home in the Clear Creek area was lost due to an isolated fire on 
Saturday, July 11th.	 Photos courtesy of Steve Moore with CCVFD

tance
Support also came from state 

and federal resources. Crews 
from Idaho Department of 
Lands Engine 6153, SIRPA En‑
gine 553, and USFS Engine 412 
aided in controlling the vegeta‑
tion fire. Emergency medical 
responders from EBCED and 
Life Flight were dispatched af‑
ter a firefighter experienced a 
medical emergency during the 
incident.

Investigation Underway
Boise County Sheriff Scott 

Turner said the home was a 

total loss. The Idaho State Fire 
Marshal has opened an investi‑
gation into the cause of the fire. 
No further details have been 
released.

Community Appreciation 
BBQ Announced

CCVFD also announced that 
their annual Community Ap‑
preciation BBQ will be held 
on September 12, inviting resi‑
dents to come together, meet 
local firefighters, and celebrate 
the strong community partner‑
ships that make emergency re‑
sponse possible.

At 6:28 Saturday morning, Boise County Dispatch received sev-
eral calls reporting a structure fire in the Clear Creek area. A large 
column of smoke could be seen by most residents in Clear Creek. 

By Dawna Booth
GARDEN VALLEY -- The 

Garden Valley Fire Protection 
District Board of Commission‑
ers held a special meeting on 
Wednesday, July 8, 2026. Be‑
fore the meeting, the Garden 
Valley Fire Department showed 
its appreciation to the commu‑
nity by hosting a pre-meeting 
barbecue at the fire station.

During the meeting, commis‑
sioners held an open discus‑
sion on the proposed amended 

fee schedule, which ultimately 
passed. Several inspection fees 
for businesses and individuals 
were lowered.

A major highlight of the eve‑
ning was a special announce‑
ment regarding the depart‑
ment’s ISO rating (Insurance 
Services Office). Fire Chief 
Paul Cleaveland shared that 
the district has been awarded 
an ISO rating of 4, an improve‑
ment from the 5/6 rating issued 
in 2019. Paul thanked attend‑

ees and stated, “This reflects 
a good deal of commitment 
and hard work on the part of 
the staff and support from the 
fire commissioners and the 
community. It has been a won‑
derful experience, and I am so 
proud of the community that 
also supported us throughout 
this long arduous journey for 
something meaningful to ben‑
efit Garden Valley.  This is a 
big deal.”

State Fire Marshal Knute 

State Fire Marshal Knute Sandahl addresses attendees during 
the Garden Valley Fire District’s July 8 meeting. 

Photo by Dawna Booth

Sandahl attended the meeting 
and echoed Paul’s remarks. 
“This is huge, we have 235 Fire 
Districts in the State and not 
many have achieved this high 

of a rating. The community 
will see benefits and could see 
a reduction in insurance premi‑
ums in October when the ISO 
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Commissioners Clay Tucker, Bob Callahan, and Lindy Lindstrom.          Photo by Eileen Capson
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Garden Valley Fire District Recognized for Major ISO Improvement at MeetingGarden Valley Fire District Recognized for Major ISO Improvement at Meeting

July 15, 2026
Present: Commissioners 

Clay Tucker, Lindy Lindstrom 
and Bob Callahan

Pledge of Allegiance
CONSTITUENT INPUT: 

None
MINUTES: A motion was 

said for June 30th and the mo‑
tion carried.

PLANNING AND ZON-
ING: An appeal for an airstrip 
was discussed. Commissioner 
Callahan recapped that plan‑
ning and zoning originally ap‑
proved the airstrip, there was 
an appeal, but then the land‑
owner withdrew their condi‑
tional use permit. Commis‑
sioner Lindstrom motioned to 
approve the refund request for 
the appeal in the amount of 
$850 and the motion carried. 

PAYROLL CHANGE: 
Chairman Tucker explained 
that the P&Z office is staffed 
by three people now doing the 
work of four people, and mo‑
tions were made to increase 
their pay rate for extra job re‑
sponsibilities. 

A new Wildfire Coordinator 

was named and his pay dictated 
through a motion.

ITD CHANGE ORDER: A 
change order for a bridge was 
dictated and had been evalu‑
ated by a Geotech. The con‑
crete blocks are still viable and 
will be allowed to stay in place, 
a savings of $20,000 to the 
county. There are no long-term 
effects according to the engi‑
neering reports and there was a 
motion to approve this change 
order.

PROSECUTOR: A neces‑
sary computer program was 
discussed and the increased 
cost. A motion was said to ap‑
prove the licensing and the mo‑
tion carried.

COUNTY TRASH: A con‑
tract with Payette County was 
discussed with an increase in 
fees. 

GRANT: An award accep‑
tance for the snow groomer in 
Idaho City was discussed with 
an additional match from the 
county. Commissioner Calla‑
han said it sounded like they 
would have two groomers, one 
on each side of the highway. 

Lindstrom motioned to ap‑
prove the grant in the amount 
of $311,238. The motion car‑
ried.

BOISE COUNTY BOARD 
OF EQUALIZATION: Com‑
missioner Tucker set the rules, 
which allowed five minutes per 
each side of testimony, three 
minutes for questions, and two 
minutes each side for a rebut‑
tal. Everyone was sworn in 
from the Assessor’s office, in‑
cluding appraisers, to tell the 
whole truth in accordance with 
this testimony. Property own‑
ers were also sworn in and then 
proceeded with a discussion 
with the Board of County Com‑
missioners regarding their as‑
sessed property costs and con‑
cerns. Appeals were addressed 
individually and values adjust‑
ed, including homeowner and 
agricultural exemptions. Other 
comparable properties were 
considered, including details 
about the home, outbuilding(s), 
and land.

In several cases, the board 
agreed with the assessors.

Adjourned at 2:34 p.m.

Boise County CommissionersBoise County Commissioners
Transcribed by Eileen CapsonTranscribed by Eileen Capson

reports their annual findings. I 
would now encourage you to 
set a goal of attaining a 2 or a 3 
classification."

Any home in Garden Val‑
ley located within 5 miles of 
a fire station or 1,000 feet of 
a hydrant is classified as a 4. 
The rest of the Valley currently 
falls under a 7/8 classification. 
Improving those areas would 
require another fully opera‑

tional fire station. Paul is also 
working on gaining water shut‑
tle credits for properties outside 
the Class 4 zone. A map out‑
lining these areas and ongoing 
progress will be posted on the 
department’s Facebook page.

The Insurance Services Office 
(ISO) is a national organization 
that scores fire departments on 
their ability to protect commu‑
nities. ISO evaluates four areas: 
emergency communications, 

firefighter staffing and train‑
ing, water supply systems, and 
community risk reduction pro‑
grams. These scores are sent to 
insurance companies, many of 
which use PPC ratings when 
setting homeowner and com‑
mercial premiums. A stronger 
ISO rating can help stabilize or 
lower insurance costs and re‑
flects a community’s improved 
fire readiness, stronger infra‑
structure, and commitment to 

public safety.
Another win for the Fire Dis‑

trict was an award presented 
by Janet Watson, Treasurer of 

Payette Forward, for $6,110 
for equipment needed for ISO 
compliance.

Paul Cleaveland receives $6110 from Janet Watson of Payette 
Forward. 			   Photos by Dawna Booth

Meeting of the Garden Valley Fire District  
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The Grotes Bring New Life to the Old Schoolhouse on the HillThe Grotes Bring New Life to the Old Schoolhouse on the Hill

~ continued from pg. 2

By Dawna Booth, Gar-
den Valley Historical Society

GARDEN VALLEY -- For 
decades, the “Old Schoolhouse 
on the Hill” has watched over 
the Middlefork of the Pay‑
ette; a familiar landmark to 
anyone driving into Crouch. 
Soon, it will be home to Bran‑
don and Heather Grote and 
their three children, who will 
be moving to Garden Valley 
next month. Their journey to 
this historic building is a story 
of timing, persistence, and a 
shared love of local history.

Heather grew up visiting 
her family’s cabin on Scriver 
Creek, and each trip into town 
sparked the same dream: What 
if someone restored that old 
schoolhouse?  Four years ago, 
that dream finally found its 

match. Kathy Reay Kulm and 
her brother, Miles “Butch” 
Reay, were ready to sell the 
building their family had owned 
since 1964. Their father, Davey 
Reay, had purchased the origi‑
nal 1927 school and moved it 
to its current hilltop location 
when a new school was built to 
replace it. He hoped to remodel 
it into a home, but declining 
health prevented the project.

Heather had written to Kathy 
expressing interest in viewing 
the property but never heard 
back. Then one day, when she 
learned that Kathy was show‑
ing the property to someone 
else, Heather loaded her three 
kids into the car and drove 
over, hoping for a chance.   
When she learned that Kathy 
was considering selling, it 
was a huge surprise.  Kathy 
recalls, “We had a great visit 
and enjoyed ice cream sand‑
wiches together. We wanted 
to see it renovated and not 
demolished, and Brandon and 

Heather were the perfect fam‑
ily to make it happen.” Today, 
the families are so close that 
the Grote children now have a 
“Nana Kathy and Papa Ron.”

Brandon, a construction 
manager with Beniton in Me‑
ridian, was well-equipped to 
take on the extensive remodel. 
Stabilizing the foundation and 
replacing the roof were major 
early hurdles. The home had 
good bones.  Plumbers added 
new bathrooms and relocated 
the foyer’s original water fau‑
cet. The Grotes preserved as 
much of the 1927 structure as 
possible: parquet floor sanded 
and patched, original doors re‑
finished, broken windows re‑
placed, wainscoting reversed 
to reveal a surprise “Heather-
Bran” supplier stamp, and tin 
from the original roof now 
accents a basement wall. Two 
additional classrooms were 
added to the school’s former 
three-room layout in the 1950s.  
This provided the needed 
space to create 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths and a spacious open 
living/kitchen/dining area.

Hazel (9), Edith (7), and 
Hank (5) already have favor‑
ite corners of the house. When 
asked about the move, Hazel 
said, “I will love living here 
because I love the mountains. 
I’m excited for fresh well wa‑
ter and more areas to explore.”   
Edith added that she’ll miss her 
BFF, but they’re now pen pals.Foyer Drinking Fountain

Edith and Hazel Grote                               Photos by Dawna Booth    

The Grote Family -  Brandon, Heather, Hazel, Edith, and  Hank.

School House on the Hill  

With the renovation nearly 
complete and the family pre‑
paring to relocate fulltime, the 
Old Schoolhouse on the Hill is 
poised to begin a new chapter in 
Garden Valley. What was once 
a longstanding landmark in 
need of care has been thought‑
fully restored into a functional 

home while preserving its his‑
toric character. As the Grotes 
settle in, the schoolhouse will 
continue to stand as a visible 
reminder of the community’s 
past and an example of how lo‑
cal history can be carried for‑
ward through the dedication of 
those who choose to invest in it.

Original doorbell
Photos by Dawna Booth    
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Starlight Mountain Theatre Brings Elle Woods to Life inStarlight Mountain Theatre Brings Elle Woods to Life in Legally Blonde Legally Blonde
GARDEN VALLEY — Starlight 

Mountain Theatre held its dress re‑
hearsal for Legally Blonde on July 3 
during the late morning and early af‑
ternoon, making photography a chal‑
lenge under bright sunlight and rising 
temperatures. Even so, the effort was 
well worth it as Elle Woods sprang to 
life on stage.

The production follows Elle after 
she is unexpectedly dumped by her 
Harvard‑bound boyfriend. Deter‑
mined to win him back, she applies 
to Harvard Law School with a cre‑
ative, out‑of‑the‑box application that 
earns her admission — and launches 
her into an unforgettable adventure. 
Along the way, she learns how to 
study, helps a new friend discover 
her confidence, and makes meaning‑
ful connections. Her unconventional 
thinking soon becomes her greatest 
strength, earning her respect in both 
the classroom and the courtroom. Au‑
diences will have to attend the show 
to see just how she does it.

In addition to Legally Blonde, Star‑
light Mountain Theatre is also per‑
forming Frozen and Sugar this sea‑
son. Mid‑August will mark the debut 
of Into the Woods, adding even more 
variety to the summer lineup.

Costume party.             

Elle and her college squad.
Photos by Linda Ruppel, DDS

First day of law school
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Old Hotshot Crew Revives Garden Old Hotshot Crew Revives Garden 
Valley’s 4th of July Flag TraditionValley’s 4th of July Flag Tradition

BOISE COUNTYBOISE COUNTY
Garden Valley Softball: Final Regular‑Season Games Set the Stage for PlayoffsGarden Valley Softball: Final Regular‑Season Games Set the Stage for Playoffs

GARDEN VALLEY – A 
group of former hotshot fire‑
fighters reunited after 40 years 
to kick off the 4th of July at 
Weilmunster Park, determined 
to uphold a tradition even 
though no formal ceremony 
had been organized this year.

Moon Doggie and the rest of 

the gang — joined by Diane 
Caughlin and her husband — 
stepped in to raise the flag just 
as they had done with Garden 
Valley Properties since 2001. 
Full of shenanigans, pride, and 
deep respect for the country, 
the group performed what they 
called a “self‑raising,” offering 

their own impromptu tribute.
They recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance, lowered the flag, 
and then raised it once more, 
honoring the long‑standing 
tradition and adding a heartfelt 
touch to Garden Valley’s Inde‑
pendence Day morning.

Photos courtesy of Diane Caughlin

July 6 – 5:45 p.m.
With Tante Emma forfeiting to Mountain Getaways, the play‑

ers who were present decided to make the most of the evening 
with a lively scrimmage. A mixed team dubbed Scrubs—made up 
of players from several teams—took on Mountain Getaways and 
held the lead for most of the game.

Mountain Getaways surged ahead in the 6th inning, 13–12, 
making the 7th inning a clutch moment for Scrubs. They rallied, 
added key runs, and held Mountain Getaways scoreless to secure 
a 16–13 win. It was a fun, energetic game enjoyed by all.

July 6 – 7:30 p.m.
Starlight faced PRL (Payette River Landscape) and maintained 

the lead throughout the game, though PRL kept it close until the 
6th inning. Starlight widened the gap to 14–6, and although PRL 
pushed hard in the 7th, they couldn’t close the distance. Starlight 
won 14–8.

July 9 – 5:45 p.m.
KDM (black) played a patient early game, holding off scoring 

while Mountain Getaways (olive green) put runs on the board. 
The teams stayed close until the 6th inning, when KDM came 
alive and jumped ahead 17–11.

Mountain Getaways added four runs in the 7th to tighten the 
score, but KDM closed it out for an 18–15 victory.

July 9 – 7:30 p.m.
The final game of the regular season featured Starlight vs. Tante 

Emma. Starlight dominated early, holding Tante Emma scoreless 
until the 3rd inning and leading 7–1.

By the 4th inning, Starlight surged ahead 13–1, and the 5th in‑
ning ended with a 15–3 win under the mercy rule. As usual, both 
teams opted to keep playing for fun afterward.

Playoffs This Week
Playoff games were held Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 

with the championship game(s) on Friday evening, July 17.

Starlight Devon rounds third base on his way to home plate.          Photos by Linda Ruppel, DDS

PRL outfielder nabs the ball for the out.Starlight Maizie beats the ball at first base.

Oops, needing to high tail it back to second in the "Scrubs" vs Mountain Getaways game.

Beating the tag with a smooth slide into third.
Photos by Linda Ruppel, DDS
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Inside the Poorman Prescribed Burn: What Residents Need to KnowInside the Poorman Prescribed Burn: What Residents Need to Know

SUDOKU

Solution on page 6.

By Dawna Booth
Interviewed: Ryan Shan-

nahan, Zone Fire Management 
Officer for the Emmett and 
Cascade Districts Erin Ab-
ernethy, Public Information 
Officer for the Poorman Pre‑
scribed Fire

Dawna: Thank you for in‑
viting the Idaho World to your 
work center to discuss this 
summer’s prescribed burn. 
Why was this location chosen?

Ryan: We selected three 
units to burn in the next several 
years. Because of recent fires 
that burned so close to Garden 
Valley, we focus on areas clos‑
est to town, where reducing fu‑
els will make the biggest differ‑
ence.  We aim to lower the risk 
of highintensity wildfire near 
the communities of Crouch and 
Garden Valley. People here are 
losing homeowners’ insurance 
and are worried about unman‑
aged forests. Our goal is to 
create defensible space, so any 
future fire is easier to control.

Dawna: Can you walk us 
through how this prescribed 
burn has been managed from 
start to finish?

Ryan: We began by building 
a hand line around the entire 
perimeter of Unit 1. We started 
ignition April 29, burning from 
the hand line deeper into the 
unit, called blacklining. Early 
on we focused on timber igni‑
tion using drones and ground 
crews because the live grass 
was too green to burn.

April brought four inches of 
rain, followed by a dry May, so 
we had to adjust our operations 
to match the weather. As condi‑
tions dried and the fire spread 
slowly inside the hand line, we 
conducted another fiveday ig‑
nition beginning June 2. We’ve 
treated about 2,700 acres.

Dawna: Many Garden Val‑
ley residents have expressed 
concerns about hot spots and 

smoke settling in the Valley. 
What can you tell them?

Ryan: We understand those 
concerns. The smoke has often 
been unpleasant, especially for 
those living nearby. The Forest 
Service has been coordinating 
closely with local and state 
government agencies to keep 
everyone informed. Several 
small spot fires occurred during 
wind events. They were detect‑
ed and extinguished promptly. 
The flame and smoke visible 
for weeks was from vegetation 
slowly burning out inside con‑
trol lines.

We temporarily closed roads 
and trails near active burn ar‑
eas to protect the public. We’ve 
also been careful to minimize 
burning slopes where rock‑
fall could become a hazard. 
To keep residents updated, we 
advertised on local radio (98.5 
FM) and held two public meet‑
ings in Garden Valley, on April 
28 and June 2. The second 
meeting was well attended.

Dawna: Some residents 
wonder why thinning isn’t 
used instead of burning. Why 
choose prescribed fire over me‑
chanical thinning?

Ryan: Thinning would be 
great but isn’t economically 
feasible here. Most of the trees 
are small in diameter, and con‑
tractors can’t justify the cost 
of fuel, equipment, labor, and 
road construction. Thinning 
still leaves a lot of slash on the 
ground and doesn’t remove 
dead surface vegetation, both 
of which need to be removed 
with prescribed fire.

Prescribed burning removes 
the fuel. Vegetation and wild‑
flowers begin sprouting within 
a few weeks. You can already 
see this at the Hot Springs 
Campground, where new 
growth is coming in.

Dawna: What rules or pro‑
tocols must the Forest Service 

follow when conducting a pre‑
scribed burn?

Ryan: We must have an ap‑
proved burn plan prior to ig‑
nition. We must get approval 
from a group of state and fed‑
eral air quality personnel 24 
hours before ignition. We are 
required to keep particulate 
matter (PM2.5) from smoke 
under a daily average of 35 
mg/m3. Our peak at the smoke 
monitor by the post office 
was 25. Residents can check 
live PM2.5 measurements at 
airnow.gov.

The prescribed fire has been 
meeting treatment objectives in 
reducing live and dead vegeta‑
tion, which decreases the inten‑
sity of future wildfires. How‑
ever, unusually dry weather in 
May led to continued interior 
burning and lingering smoke in 
Garden Valley well into June.

Firefighters have been pres‑
ent every day, though their 
numbers change based on need.

Dawna: When do you expect 
this burn to conclude, and are 
additional burns planned?

Ryan: Patrolling will con‑
tinue until the fire is declared 
out. Smoke production will 
decrease over time as fuel con‑
sumes and rain falls. This burn 
will continue until it naturally 
burns out or we get a heavy 
rainstorm. We’re not conduct‑
ing active ignition, but we are 
patrolling and securing heat 
along the perimeter of the unit. 
Unit 1 of the Poorman project 
will be completed this year. 
Next year, we may move to 
Unit 2 in Carpenter Creek and 
Hanks Creek, or we may burn 
in Pinney Creek.  

NOTE AFTER RECENT 
RAIN: A large, prescribed 

Ryan Shannahan, Zone Fire Management Officer for the Em-
mett and Cascade Districts.       Photo by Dawna Booth

fire—or any big timber wild‑
fire—can take weeks or even 
months before it’s officially 
declared out, because hidden 
pockets of heat can smolder 
undetected across rugged ter‑
rain. Although no smoke is 
showing now and recent foot 
patrols haven’t found any, 
more than 1.5 inches of soak‑
ing rain means we likely won’t 
see smoke again until the land‑
scape dries for at least a week, 
and any renewed smoke would 

Poorman Prescribed Fire handline and perimeter.   

probably be faint, scattered, 
and far lighter than what resi‑
dents saw earlier.

Note:   Residents can follow 
the latest information through: 
• InciWeb and the Boise Na-
tional Forest Facebook page, 
which posts regular updates on 
the Poorman Prescribed Fire • 
and • The Watch Duty App, 
which provides localized inci‑
dent tracking.
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NOTICE OF DEATH

Robie Creek Fire Station Burglarized During Claremont Fire ResponseRobie Creek Fire Station Burglarized During Claremont Fire Response

FAIRRES
CONCRETE LLC

(208) 861-4219
clayfairres1@gmail.com       Free Estimates

IDAHO CONTRACTOR #G.C. 8671749

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

fairresconcrete.com

ROBIE CREEK -- A wave 
of frustration swept through 
the Robie Creek community 
on Saturday, July 11, after a 
break‑in at the Robie Creek 
Fire Station left firefighters 
without the donated food and 
drinks they rely on during long 
wildfire shifts. Amanda Stull 
issued a LOW LIFE ALERT 
to residents, explaining that 
while crews were out work‑
ing flare‑ups on the Claremont 
Fire, someone pried open the 
station’s locked door and stole 
food, drinks, and other supplies 
meant to keep firefighters hy‑
drated and fueled.

Amanda wrote, “After days 
of sacrificing to keep our com‑
munity safe, someone broke 
into the securely locked fire 
station to rob and pillage… 
The most valuable items were 
loads of drinks and food do‑
nated by neighbors… and they 
stole them. It’s a double blow 
because we would give those 
items to anyone in need.”

The timing made the theft 
even more painful. At 6:30 
a.m., firefighters from five rural 
districts were called to a house 
fire, running on little sleep and 
without the supplies they nor‑
mally carry on long calls. Sher‑
iff Scott Turner confirmed there 

are no leads yet, and anyone 
who saw activity at the station 
between 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. on 
Friday, July 11, is asked to con‑
tact the Boise County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Community Steps Up
Despite the discouraging 

break‑in, the community re‑
sponded with overwhelming 
generosity. Residents rallied 
to replace everything stolen—
and more. Albertsons and Fred 
Meyer donated pallets of bot‑
tled water, allowing the Robie 
Creek Fire Protection District 
not only to restock but also 
to share excess supplies with 
neighboring rural departments 
that assisted during the Clare‑
mont Fire.

Amanda added, “It’s even 
more disappointing because I 
have seen so many of you help‑
ing others and showing kind‑
ness over the last week. We 
truly do have a wonderful com‑
munity here.”

Firefighters Still on Level 1 
“Ready” Evacuation

The Robie Creek area re‑
mains under a Level 1 “Ready” 
evacuation. Due to Unexplod‑
ed Ordnance (UXO) on the 
Boise Military Reserve—left 
from military training in the 
1950s—firefighters were or‑

dered to take a safety stand‑
down on Monday, July 13. 
They must wait until the fire 
moves beyond an 1,800‑foot 
buffer before engaging, and air 
retardant drops cannot be used 
over UXO‑contaminated land.

Fire Chief John Stull ex‑
pressed concern about future 
fires, especially if conditions 
worsen in August. “What if 
it’s dryer, and they cannot de‑
fend the oncoming fire due to 
this UXO?” he asked. For now, 
the fire is holding at the Boise 
Ridge Road, and volunteer 
firefighters continue 24/7 shifts 
to ensure it does not approach 
homes.

Details of the Break‑In
The break‑in caused signifi‑

cant disruption. The station’s 
door—damaged by someone 
who “knew what they were do‑
ing”—took two days to repair 
enough to secure. The individ‑
ual rummaged through the fire 
engine, cabinets, freezer, and 
rescue units, stealing Smuck‑
ers Uncrustables, peanuts, Ga‑
torade, water, and freezer food.

The response from residents 
has been heartening: offers of 
donated materials, ring cam‑
eras, and even a new door.

Mutual Aid and Commu-
nity Strength

Fire District 2 Commis‑
sioner Valerie Dresslar recalled 
how rural firefighters left their 
homes without hesitation to 
secure fire lines and knock on 
doors during the Claremont 
Fire. She said it was “heart‑
warming to see the community 
coming together and now see‑
ing the value of the taxing dis‑
trict,” which went into effect 
in January 2026 after a narrow 
election.

Two wildland spike camps 
are currently supporting the 

Forced entry marks remain on the fire station’s metal door, which 
firefighters worked to repair despite running on little sleep.

	 Photo by Fire Chief John Stull

Claremont Fire response: one 
at the USFS Tree Farm near 
Hilltop on Highway 21, and 
another at the Idaho City Air‑
port.

How to Help
Anyone with information 

about this break-in is encour‑
aged to call the Boise County 
Sheriff’s non‑emergency dis‑
patch at 208‑392‑4411.

To donate or volunteer with 
the Robie Creek Fire Depart‑
ment, email john.stull@rob‑
iecreek.org.

A big thank‑you to Fred Meyer and Albertsons on Federal Way 
for donating bottled water and Gatorades to replenish firefighter 
supplies.  			    Photo courtesy of Phee Heideman

A temporary city of firefighters and essential equipment has 
sprung up at the Idaho City airstrip as crews continue battling the 
Claremont Fire. 				    Photo by Eileen Capson
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Forest Service Hosts Public Meet-Forest Service Hosts Public Meet-
ing for CuMo Exploration Projecting for CuMo Exploration Project

FOR SALE:
Camper 30 foot $15,900, TMG 

roof 20x30 $3,000, Shed 8x8 
$3,000. All or part - in Idaho City. 
Call 208-515-0134.

Are you pregnant and not sure what to do 
next? It’s important that you confirm your preg-
nancy before making any decisions. Treasure 
Valley Path is a solution for women and men 
experiencing the intimidating and often over-
whelming situation of unintended pregnancy. We 
provide pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, options 
counseling, pregnancy and childbirth education, 
and community resource referrals. 
We offer guidance and support in a caring, 

safe environment. All services are free and con-
fidential. Schedule a confidential appointment 
at Path’s new location in Boise, off Overland 
Rd., between Cole and Curtis.  Visit our website 
at treasurevalleypath.org or call (208) 384-
9504 for more information. 6604 W. Overland Rd. 

Boise, ID 83709

FREE  - We replaced a pine 
25’ by 16’ 2x8 deck with trex and 
the old lumber is FREE. Some 
pressure treated lumber as well.

Call 208 462 3939 GV

The Mammoth Mine property 
is now on the market, offering 
145.54 acres of pristine alpine 
land in Boise County, Idaho, 
priced at $4,500,000. This prop‑
erty has been held by the same 
family for more than 120 years 
and sits entirely surrounded by 
Boise National Forest, making it 
a private island of patented land 
in the middle of 72 square miles 
of BLM wilderness. At 7,000 
feet above sea level, with Grimes 
Creek flowing year-round through 
a sweeping mountain meadow, 
this is the kind of place that makes 

you question why you ever lived 
anywhere else. National Land Re‑
alty @ nationalland.com

HELP WANTED:
Now Hiring: Emergency Dis-

patchers
Boise County Sheriff’s Office
The Boise County Sheriff’s 

Office is seeking highly motivat‑
ed individuals to join our team as 
Emergency Dispatchers.  This vi‑
tal position is at the heart of our 
operations—ensuring that every 
emergency call is answered and 
every Law Enforcement Officer, 
Emergency Personnel, and Fire 
Department is dispatched with 
precision and care.  

Idaho City Middle/High 
School:  NOW HIRING – PART-
TIME MS/HS ART TEACHER.   
2026–2027 School Year

Idaho City Middle/High School 
is seeking a dynamic and creative 
Part-Time Middle/High School 
Art Teacher for the 2026–2027 
school year.

Qualified candidates must hold 
or be eligible for Idaho teacher 
certification and have experience 
working with middle and/or high 
school students. The ideal candi‑
date will foster creativity, positive 
student relationships, and engag‑
ing hands-on learning experiences 
in a supportive school environ‑
ment.

Position Includes:
• Teaching middle and high 

school art classes
• Encouraging student creativity 

and artistic growth
• Creating a positive classroom 

environment
• Collaborating with staff, stu‑

dents, and families

Boise County Solid Waste 
is now accepting applications 
for Transfer Station Attendant. 
Part time, less than 20 hours 
per week, as needed.   Employ‑
ment Applications are available 
at the Clerk’s Office at 420 Main 
Street in Idaho City or on the 
website at www.BoiseCounty.us. 

Transfer station attendants per‑
form functions in the operation of 
Boise County Solid Waste sites 
including manual labor, main‑

Scan here to make an 
appointment online.

See ya Sunday at the MercSee ya Sunday at the Merc
Mountain Life Ministries       Idaho City       10:00Mountain Life Ministries       Idaho City       10:00

I got troubles and trials
Good Lord, don't we all

“Life is Good”                 -Matthew West 

taining a sanitary transfer station 
site; security of site, buildings and 
gates; maintain waste logs, receipt 
books and other required paper‑
work; operate heavy  equipment. 

Applicants must be 18 years 
of age, possess a valid Ida‑
ho driver’s license and pass a 
pre-employment background 
check and drug screening. 

Applications can be submitted 
by mail to the Solid Waste De‑
partment, PO Box 309, Horseshoe 
Bend, Idaho, 83629; delivered to 
the Boise County Clerk’s office 
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Community Connections: New "Trash Talk" Bulletin Board Bridges the Communication Gap in LowmanCommunity Connections: New "Trash Talk" Bulletin Board Bridges the Communication Gap in Lowman

By Steve Oldenburg
LOWMAN — A brand-new 

community bulletin board has 
officially been installed at the 
Lowman Waste Transfer Sta‑
tion, marking a major step 
forward in keeping local resi‑
dents informed and connected. 
Installed on July 7th, the new 
sign is the direct result of a true 
grassroots community effort.

The idea for the project was 
sparked during a January com‑
munity meeting, where resi‑
dents voiced concerns over a 
persistent challenge: the lack 
of centralized, reliable commu‑
nication throughout the Low‑
man corridor. With scattered 
cell service and a spread-out 
population, finding a central 
hub to share crucial neighbor‑
hood news, fire safety updates, 
and local events was becoming 
increasingly vital.

During the discussion, a fun‑
ny but undeniable consensus 
emerged: most residents ad‑
mitted they got their best local 
information and neighborhood 
news while running errands at 
the dump. Leaning into that re‑
ality, the community decided to 
officially name the new two-
sided bulletin board “Trash 
Talk.”

Turning that idea into reality 
required a village—and some 
incredible generosity from 
partners both near and far.

The Eagle, Idaho Home De‑

pot stepped up in a major way, 
generously awarding a com‑
munity grant to fund the build‑
ing materials for the bulletin 
board structure. Meanwhile, 
the eye-catching sign itself was 
precision-crafted and donated 
by Idaho CNC Works, ensuring 
the new landmark looks sharp 
and stands up to the mountain 
elements.

Navigating the logistics and 
securing the perfect location 
wouldn't have been possible 
without key local coordination. 
Special thanks go to our local 
Forest Ranger, Mike Duncan, 
and the team at Boise County 
for working hand-in-hand with 
residents to get the project ap‑
proved and across the finish 
line.

An effort like this relies en‑
tirely on the dedication of vol‑
unteers and neighbors. A mas‑
sive thank you goes out to the 
Home Depot employees who 
supported the grant, as well as 
Scott Frisbie, Steve Oldenburg, 
Clay Tucker, Kerri Pattee-
Krosch, and Paul Rekow for 
their hands-on dedication and 
support.

Lastly, the Lowman Volun‑
teer Fire Department and the 
Resilient Lowman project de‑
serve a huge shout-out for their 
continued backing of commu‑
nity resilience projects like this 
one.

When you head to the trans‑

fer station, take a moment to 
check out the new board. It’s 
more than just wood and a 

sign—it’s a testament to what 
the Lowman community can 
achieve when everyone pulls 

together. So go ahead, stop by, 
and get caught up on some of‑
ficial "Trash Talk!"

Lowman's community communication board.                             Photos courtesy of Steve Oldenburg
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
LEGAL NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That the Boise County Board of 
County Commissioners will hold 
a Public Hearing on August 4, 
2026 in the Commissioners Room, 
Miners Exchange, 420 Main St. 
Idaho City, ID regarding: VAR 
2026-005, Stauffer encroachment 
Variance at 10:00 AM. Appli-
cation and related materials 
can be found on the Planning 
and Zoning website or are 
available in the Boise County 
Planning and Zoning office. 
All interested persons are 
invited to attend this meet-
ing.  Special accommodations 
for persons with disabilities 
will be provided upon advance 
request to the Clerk’s Office 
at 208-392-4431.

Published in the Idaho World 
July 8 2026 & July 15, 2026.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
City Council of the City of 
Idaho City, Idaho, will hold 
a public hearing on proposed 
Ordinance No. 395, an ordinance 
amending the Idaho City Code to 
allow the keeping of chickens 
within city limits under lim-
ited conditions; prohibiting 
roosters; requiring chickens 
to be kept in an enclosed 
structure; establishing mini-
mum space requirements; limit-
ing the number of chickens per 
parcel; providing for nuisance 
and sanitation standards; pro-
viding for enforcement; pro-
viding for severability; and 
providing an effective date.

The public hearing will be 
held on the 22nd day of July, 
2026, at 6pm., at Idaho City 
Hall, 511 Main Street, Idaho 
City, Idaho, or such other 
location as may be designated 
by the City.

At the public hearing, all in-
terested persons will be given 
an opportunity to appear and be 
heard regarding the proposed 
ordinance. Written comments 
may be submitted to the City 
Clerk prior to the hearing 
at Idaho City Hall, 511 Main 
Street, Idaho City, Idaho.

A copy of the proposed ordi-
nance is available for public 
inspection at Idaho City Hall 
during regular business hours.

Published in the Idaho World 
on July 15, 2026. 

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE OF 
TRANSFERABLE LLC INTEREST OF 
COMPANY HOLDING PRODUCTION 
ROYALTY IN QUARTZBURG MINING 
DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to the Order Grant-
ing Motion to Foreclose on 
Charging Order Lien and Order 
Authorizing Sale of Defendant 
Donald E. Miller’s Transfer-
able Interest in Millerton 
Legacy, LLC, entered August 26, 
2025, in the District Court of 
the Fourth Judicial District 
of the State of Idaho, in and 
for Ada County, Idaho, Case 
No. CV01-23-12018, Andrew E. 
Hawes, Judgment Creditor and 
foreclosing party, will sell 
at public auction all trans-
ferable interest of Donald E. 
Miller in Millerton Legacy, 
LLC, an Idaho limited liabil-
ity company. Donald E. Miller 
purports to own a 90% inter-
est in the company. The sale 
is being conducted to satisfy 
the charging order lien secur-
ing the judgment in favor of 
Andrew E. Hawes and against 
Donald E. Miller in the amount 
of $188,294.08, plus accrued 
interest at 5%, costs, attorney 

fees, and any other amounts 
allowed by law or court order.
The sale will be held on Sep-
tember 3, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. 
Mountain Time, at the front 
steps of the Ada County Court-
house, 200 W. Front Street, 
Boise, Idaho 83702. The sale 
may be postponed, continued, 
or adjourned to a later date, 
time, and place by public an-
nouncement made at the sched-
uled sale.
The property being sold is not 
real property. The sale is 
limited solely to the trans-
ferable interest of Donald E. 
Miller in Millerton Legacy, 
LLC, subject to the Operat-
ing Agreement of Millerton 
Legacy, LLC, the Idaho Limited 
Liability Company Act, the 
Court’s foreclosure order, 
and all other applicable law. 
The purchaser shall acquire 
only such economic rights and 
other rights, if any, as are 
transferable under applicable 
law and the Operating Agree-
ment, and shall not acquire 
any greater rights than those 
held by Donald E. Miller.
Millerton Legacy, LLC is 
identified as owner of rights 
associated with the Deed of 
Royalty Quartzburg Mining 
District, recorded as Instru-
ment No. 237870 in the offi-
cial records of Boise County, 
Idaho, on December 28, 2012, 
involving a production roy-
alty on certain patented and 
unpatented mining claims and 
other real property interests 
located in Boise County, Idaho, 
including 19 patented mining 
claims located in Sections 3, 
9, and 10, Township 7 North, 
Range 4 East, Boise Meridian, 
Boise County, Idaho, all as 
more particularly described in 
the recorded Deed of Royalty. 
This reference is provided for 
informational purposes only; 
the sale is only of Donald E. 
Miller’s transferable interest 
in Millerton Legacy, LLC and is 
not a direct sale of the Deed 
of Royalty, any mining claim, 
mineral estate, royalty deed, 
or real property.
Bids may be made in an amount 
less than the total judgment 
amount. Bidders other than the 
Judgment Creditor exercising 
a credit bid must present, 
before bidding, an original 
cashier’s check issued by a 
federally insured financial in-
stitution and made payable to 
Andrew E. Hawes in an amount 
equal to or greater than the 
bidder’s intended maximum 
bid. The Judgment Creditor 
reserves the right to enter 
a credit bid, in whole or in 
part, up to the amount of the 
judgment, accrued interest, 
costs, attorney fees, and any 
other amounts allowed by law 
or court order.
The transferable interest is 
sold “as is, where is, with all 
faults,” without representa-
tion or warranty of any kind, 
express or implied, including 
as to ownership percentage, 
value, title, transferabil-
ity, company records, company 
assets, royalty income, min-
ing claims, mineral rights, 
tax consequences, membership 
status, or any other matter. 
Prospective bidders are solely 
responsible for their own due 
diligence before bidding.
C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A -
T I O N  F O R  I N Q U I R I E S : 
Inquiries regarding the sale 
may be directed to Andrew E. 
Hawes by telephone at (208) 
391-9979 or by email at 
andyhawes10@outlook.com.
DATED this 5 day of July, 2026.
A N D R E W  E .  H A W E S 
Judgment Creditor and 
F o r e c l o s i n g  P a r t y 
1201 W. Grove Street #424 
Boise, Idaho 83702

Published in the Idaho World on 
7/15, 7/22, 7/29 and 8/5/2026.

Published in the Idaho World on 7/8 and 7/15/2026.

OBITUARYOBITUARY

Nancy Carole Lute
1946 — 2026

In Loving Memory of Nancy 
Carole Lute

It is with profound sadness that 
we announce the peaceful passing 
of Nancy Carole Lute on July 7, 
2026, after a short illness. Born on 
August 17, 1946, in Boise, Idaho, 
Nancy was the beloved daughter 
of William and Norma Mätter (nee 
Smith).

Nancy's journey through life 
was one marked by kindness, 
dedication, and an unwavering 
zest for life. She was a cherished 
sister to William Allen Mätter II 
and sister-in-law to Rena Mätter 
(Rodwell), a devoted aunt to her 
nephew Colby Mätter, and a lov‑
ing partner and friend to Teri Day.

Nancy's formative years were 
spent in Boise, where she gradu‑
ated from Borah High School in 
1964.  She briefly attended the 
University of Idaho before marry‑
ing Dan Lute in the early 70’s & 
they were together for a few years.   
Nancy then embarked on a career 
that would span several decades. 
She began her professional life as 
a claims examiner at the Equitable 
Life Assurance Society of the U.S. 
Medicare Administration from 
1967 to 1972. Her innovative sug‑
gestions for procedural improve‑
ments were recognized with one 

of the largest cash awards in the 
company's history.

Her career path led her into the 
lumber industry, where she found 
her true calling with Georgia Pa‑
cific Corp. For 35 years, Nancy 
dedicated herself to the company, 
earning the affectionate nick‑
name "Woodie" for her extensive 
knowledge and passion. She rose 
through the ranks to become the 
branch manager at their Boise 
facility. Nancy also spent time as 
a lumber buyer for BMC West, 
eventually retiring in July 2009.

Nancy and Teri realized a dream 
by building their vacation cabin 
in Garden Valley, ID, in 2002, 
which later became their perma‑
nent home in 2009. Nancy was 
an active and beloved member 
of the Garden Valley community, 
volunteering at the GV Center for 
the Arts and giving her time gen‑
erously to the local Senior Center. 
Her efforts in food box packag‑
ing, distribution, and fundraising 
events, including the monthly 
Bingo games, brought joy and 
support to many.

Nancy's life was filled with hob‑
bies and interests that brought 
fulfillment and joy. A sports en‑
thusiast, she excelled in snow ski‑
ing, tennis, softball, and especially 
golf. Her passion for golf led to 
the creation of the Mätterhorn, a 
stay and play gathering at the fam‑
ily cabin in Cascade that became 
a cherished annual tradition that 
fostered deep and lasting friend‑
ships among her "golf sisters."

Beyond sports, Nancy em‑
braced creativity through stained 
glass art, gardening, and cher‑
ished gatherings with friends over 
BBQs. She was known for her 
competitive spirit in card games, 
especially Sequence, where she 
relished partnering up to outplay 

her opponents.
Nancy's adventurous spirit 

took her to distant lands, includ‑
ing memorable trips to Thailand 
and China. In retirement, she and 
Teri embarked on numerous road 
trips across the US, Canada, and 
Mexico, delighting in the history, 
culture, and cuisine of each des‑
tination. She also enjoyed memo‑
rable cruises in Alaska and the 
Caribbean.

Nancy moved to the Boise in‑
dependent living community of 
Affinity in 2025 and soon accli‑
mated. She loved all the amenities 
and events that were offered there 
& enjoyed taking her friends on 
tours of her housing community.  
She helped look after her “adopted 
Mama Jo” while she was there and 
volunteered to assist with many 
resident activities.

Nancy's infectious smile, lead‑
ership, and loyalty left an indel‑
ible mark on everyone fortunate 
enough to know her. Her legacy of 
love and friendship will be cher‑
ished by all who had the privilege 
of sharing in her life.

The family would like to thank 
Creekside Transitional Care in 
Meridian for their compassion‑
ate care of Nancy during her final 
days.  You are welcome to join 
family and friends any time be‑
tween 2:00 and 5:00 pm on Sun‑
day, July 26th for a celebration 
of life gathering at the Banbury 
Golf Course in Eagle.  In lieu of 
flowers, the family kindly requests 
that donations be made in Nancy's 
memory to a charity that funds Al‑
zheimer’s Disease Research.

Nancy Lute will forever be re‑
membered as a compassionate 
soul who enriched the lives of all 
she met. Her spirit will live on in 
the hearts of those she touched. 
May she rest in peace.
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Bright Green Shirts and Big Smiles: Bright Green Shirts and Big Smiles: 
MKDC Wraps Up Another Incredible YearMKDC Wraps Up Another Incredible Year
IDAHO CITY -- The last 

week of June was an exciting 
one for Idaho City area kids 
and teens, as Mountain Kids 
Day Camp had another great 
week of camp. The weather 
was nearly perfect for being 
outdoors except for the last day, 
which we had to cancel for the 
first time because of rain! You'll 
no doubt see many kids walk‑
ing around town proudly dis‑
playing their bright green camp 
t-shirts. There were 45 camp‑
ers and about 83 volunteers 
learning about the Bible and 
having lots of fun at beautiful 
Camp Ivydale, June 22-26. Of 
the volunteers, about half were 
counselors, and most of those 
were local teens who gener‑
ously volunteered their time to 
make a difference in the lives 
of Idaho City kids. The lead‑
ership team is so grateful for 
these wonderful hard-working 
teen volunteers – they were so 
impressive! Many of the teens 
were once campers themselves 
when they were younger, and 
this was a chance to give back 
to their community. The camp‑
ers were ages 6 - 11, and they 
were enthusiastically "lavished 
with love for a week." 

Campers enjoyed many ac‑
tivities such as archery, pottery, 
woodworking, singing, ukulele 
playing, exploring electricity, 
swimming, hiking, puppets, 
ping pong, many games, and 
lots of arts and crafts.  Krista 
Young, the Arts and Crafts Co‑
ordinator, assisted campers and 
volunteers in decorating beau‑
tiful tote bags, which included 
the memory verse for the week, 
“When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you.” Isa‑
iah 43:2

On Monday, Heidi Ware, and 
others from the Intermoun‑
tain Bird Observatory, came 
to demonstrate catching and 
banding hummingbirds. They 
caught 22, more than ever be‑
fore, at camp; everyone really 
enjoyed seeing hummingbirds 
up close and learning more 
about them.

MKDC was fortunate enough 
to have 12 brand new colorful 
kid-size ukuleles donated sev‑
eral years ago.  Retired Boise 
music teacher Paul Olson came 
each day and patiently and 
enthusiastically taught camp‑
ers and counselors how to 
play several chords and songs.  
There was even a “ukulele con‑
cert” at the Thursday evening 
family dinner.

Many local Idaho City area 
folks helped as volunteers this 

year. Local adult counselors 
included Anne Marie Ebert, 
Ray Eklund, Hannah Greene, 
Thelma Medina, Cody Young, 
and Aspen Young. Anita Town‑
son, Dakota Knepprath, and 
Tom Catlow from Nampa, 
who came up for the week to 
be counselors. Joe Sirani and 
Evert Schmelzenbach encour‑
aged kids to learn and experi‑
ment at the Exploring Elec‑
tricity booth.  Arts and Crafts 
Coordinator Krista Young led 
a contingent of volunteers 
including Kym Still, Angie 
Keller, Hayley Tena, Cathy 
Hancock, Chris Phillips, Cathy 
Durfey, Cheryl Davis, Linda 
Maurice, Linda Altree, Brandy 
Gehrls, and Donna Schmel‑
zenbach who did arts and 
crafts with the kids and offered 
lots of encouragement.  Jill 
Moughamian, Camp Director, 
led mid-morning games and 
action-packed music with Dar‑
cie Altree and Vanessa Gardner 
both mornings and afternoons. 
Paul Olson led morning singing 
with ukulele accompaniment. 
Brian Corum served wonder‑
fully as the very necessary IT 
person.  Margaret Tucker and 
Pamela Dougherty helped kids 
make clay sculptures and pots 
with their hands and on two 
pottery wheels - a great experi‑
ence for the campers!  Lonnie 
McDonough enthusiastically 
coached archery. Walter Durfey 
had many fun large games for 
the kids to play. Woodwork‑
ing, led by locals Bill Grable, 
Danny Knobel, and Kaden 
Heffington, was very popular 
this year, with wood projects 
including stepstools and bird 
and butterfly houses. Cathy 
Hancock, from Idaho City, was 
our cheerful Camp Nurse. Tim 
Brown, also from Idaho City, 
was the pool manager and did 
a great job. Darcie Altree and 
her dad, Randy Harris, served 
as our excellent lifeguards. Ly‑
nette Robich helped as an ad‑
ditional “pool watcher”. Swim 
time was certainly a team ef‑
fort with lots of encouragement 
given to each child!  Even 
though the water was cold, all 
the kids really loved the swim‑
ming!

The kitchen crew, led by 
Cheryl Davis from Nampa, 
assisted by Linda and Roane 
Maurice, Linda Altree, Cathy 
Durfey, Lynette Robich, and 
several others, made sure the 
campers had plenty of tasty 
snacks all week, and also 
helped with crafts in the af‑
ternoons. They also organized 

a delicious chicken dinner to 
serve to all the campers, volun‑
teers, and families on Thursday 
evening.

The excellent speaker this 
year was from New Plymouth 
Church of the Nazarene. Pas‑
tor Suzanne Plantenga and her 
team of Pastors, Donette Mor‑
gan, Hannah Osborne, and her 
daughter, Olivia Plantenga, 
taught everyone about Jesus, 
explaining how a life with Je‑
sus can be an adventure with 
many benefits, including find‑
ing acceptance, rest, joy and 
peace. They creatively enter‑
tained the children, teens, and 
adults all week with clear ex‑
planations and skits, and in‑
volved other volunteers. Steve 
Higgins, assisted by Tara Hig‑
gins, served as Junior Counsel‑
or Coordinators, and Howard 
Henning was Huddle Group 
Coordinator; both jobs took 
lots of hard work and energy.  
Laura Barrett and Vanessa 
Gardner were both very able 
helpful Counselor Coordina‑
tors. Breck Young, Bill Grable, 
and many others took charge 
of much of the set-up and take-
down. Breck Young also led a 
couple of enjoyable hikes. The 
whole community came to‑
gether so our local kids could 
have a terrific, memorable, 
life-changing week at camp, 
free of charge to their parents.  
All camp staff are volunteers. 
Idaho City Christian Center 
was especially helpful, as they 
have been for many years, by 
allowing the camp training ses‑
sions to be held there, in addi‑
tion to several leadership plan‑
ning and work meetings over 
the last few months.

The MKDC Leadership Team 
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is made up of Jennifer Alban, 
Jill Moughamian, and Marilyn 
Eklund. They have been meet‑
ing since January to plan and 
organize all the aspects and 
many details of Mountain Kids 
Day Camp.  One big highlight 
of the week was the baptism 
of 7 on Thursday evening, and 
many others choosing Jesus 
to be their “Forever Friend”. 
Many parents and relatives at‑
tended the baptism, and the 
audience was very enthusi‑
astic as they gathered around 
the swimming pool to watch 
as Pastors Jason Kindelberger 
and Suzanne Plantenga did the 
baptism.

Jennifer Alban, Executive 
Director of The Isaiah Founda‑
tion, the non-profit which runs 
the camp, said, "I really appre‑

ciate the support of the parents 
and community people who 
have contributed both their 
time and financial support to 
help make camp happen. This 
is a huge team effort, and we do 
it for God and for our local kids 
and their families.” 

Donations of any amount 
are always appreciated, as The 
Isaiah Foundation, which runs 
Mountain Kids Day Camp, is 
funded only by donations. It is a 
non-profit, 501c3 organization. 
Donations to help fund camp 
next year can be sent to: The 
Isaiah Foundation, P.O. Box 
777, Idaho City, ID  83631. 


